Romance Writers
of Australia
2021 Conference
Program

rwaustraliavcon.com.au

Harlequin Australia is proud to have been
a collaborator, supporter and admirer of
Romance Writers of Australia through the decades.

Congratulations

on 30 years of outstanding advocacy
for your authors.
May there be many more years where
we work together to bring excellent writing
to avid readers.
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Your Conference Team
Each year we get a new group of volunteers passionate enough to put their
hand up to help organise our biggest event. And, this year it’s the biggest
yet - our 30th Anniversary of Romance Writers of Australia. And with Covid
changes, sadly some of our team couldn’t attend in person after all their hard
work. We thank them for the time and effort put in leading up to this event.

Tanya Kean

Donna Munro

Catherine Bilson

Events
Coordinator

Conference
Registrar/Admin

AV/Venue
Coordinator

Tracey Rosen

Wendy Morris

Assistant
Coordinator

Program
Coordinator

Savannah Blaize

Sharyn Swanepoel

Rachael Bailey

VIP
Coordinator

Pitch
Coordinator

Newbie
Coordinator

#RWAus2021
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Your Conference Team no longer attending

Savannah Blaize

Sue Price

Ebony McKenna

Erin Grace

VIP
Coordinator

Kristine Charles

Pitch
Coordinator

Indie Bookstore
Coordinator

Newbie
Coordinator

Awards
Coordinator
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Important Information

How to enjoy the conference
Registering

On arrival please line up in the correct alphabetical area (by surname). You’ll be issued your badge
we will no longer use the QR-Code as the system has proved unreliable. We will mark you off the
registration list. Please note the venue will have QR-Code Check In Qld for COVID compliancy. Please
follow any venue instructions. One swag will be given with choice of keep cup or mug.
If you’ve been to previous conferences don’t forget to bring your lanyard. Lanyards will be available to
purchase. Newbies receive the first lanyard free.

Newbies

Newbies will have a special sign-in area. You will receive a badge (with a gold star), on check-in and a
special Newbie Swag bag. You will be asked to choose a keep cup or mug to add to the swag.
Erin Grace was our Newbie Coordinator but due to border restrictions Rachel Bailey has taken on the
role. She has plenty of volunteers to help you feel welcome.
There may be other COVID-19 check-ins organised by the venue. Please have your mobile phone
handy for these check-ins.

Car Parking

Car parking is available at Mantra on View Hotel but is subject to availability. Conference
delegates may use the hotel car park at a discounted rate of $10.00 per day. To receive this
discount please see reception on arrival. Please note as the Car Park is owned and operated
by Care Park Parking the daily parking rate is subject to change without notice.

Workshops

Please arrive promptly. Due to COVID regulations some number limitations may be in place. Scan into
each session near the entry. Unless the speaker calls for questions during the presentation please try
and keep questions until the end of the session.
Due to some speakers not being able to attend in person some workshops will be virtual and
screened in the workshop room designated. Note the (Zoom live), (in person) and (pre-recorded)
notes in the program and schedule.
If you are using the Grenadine app please regularly sync it. This will ensure you are up to date with any
conference changes.

Cocktail Party - Sponsored by Draft2Digital

Our cocktail party theme is “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”. Celebrate the past by pulling on a
favourite costume from years gone by or go full retro and flashback to the fashions of your youth.
Dress up as your favourite contemporary character, or go all Star Trek, Dr Who or sci-fi into the future.
No matter what you wear, be prepared for a night of fun as we make up for last year and party like it’s
1991!
Don’t forget to take photos and use #RWAus2021

Gala Awards Dinner

Some of our RWA Legends will be at the Awards Dinner to celebrate our 30th Birthday. Cheer on
your favourite award winners, enjoy delicious food, beverages, company and celebrate our wonderful
organisation. Afterwards get your boogie shoes ready for hitting the dance floor.
Don’t forget to take photos and use #RWAus2021

Social Media

You can join in the fun by uploading your pics and posts to social media and using the hashtag
#RWAus2021. We will have some special backgrounds for you to take your selfies and fun photos with
your fellow romance writers. There will also be a professional photographer at both evening functions.

Indie Bookstore
The Indie Bookstore will be in the pre-function area near reception. Look for the colourful banner.
Support your fellow indie authors and check out the fabulous books available for purchase.

#RWAus2021
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Important Information
Merchandise

What’s a RWA Conference without merchandise to remember the moment? Past conference
merchandise will be sold at reduced prices during conference. This includes hoodies, mugs, totes,
anthologies and more. They will be displayed near reception.
We also have an online store to buy t-shirts, mouse pads, facemasks, notebooks or bags. Don’t miss
out on purchasing memorabilia this year. Check out the Zazzle Store at https://www.zazzle.
com.au/store/romanceaustralia

Conference Website

For all conference related information, head to rwaustraliavcon.com.au.

Conference charity

Just a reminder the charity recipient for this year’s raffle is Braille House an Australian
organisation based in Brisbane. RWA is supporting their program of converting books to
braille for blind readers. A wonderful way to ensure romance is accessible to everyone.
Tickets will be on sale throughout the entire conference period from the Registration desk.
Tickets are $2 each or three for $5. Bring some cash or coins.

First Sale Ribbons

Don’t forget if you are eligible for a first sale ribbon at this year’s conference and you haven’t
already flagged it on your registration form, please go to reception to be added to the list.
This will ensure you receive your first sale ribbon from our president Tracey Rosen at the
Friday night cocktail party. Anyone who was eligible last year and was unable to collect their
ribbon due to our conference going online can also receive theirs this year.

Save the Date!
RWA 31st Annual Conference 2022
Friday 12 - Sunday 14 August 2022

Fremantle,
Western Australia
6
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Special Guests

Angela Ackerman (pre-recorded)
Angela Ackerman is a writing coach,
international speaker, and co-author of
The Emotion Thesaurus: A Writer’s Guide
to Character Expression and its many
sequels. Her bestselling writing guides
are available in eight languages, and are
sourced by universities, recommended by
agents and editors, and used by writers
around the world.
On a mission to make writing easier,
Angela co-founded the popular site
Writers Helping Writers, as well as One
Stop for Writers, a creativity portal loaded
with one-of-a-kind tools and resources to
help writers craft unbelievably fresh stories
and memorable characters.

Kylie Scott (in person)
Kylie is a New York Times and USA
Today best-selling author. She was
voted Australian Romance Writer
of the year, 2013, 2014, 2018, & 2019,
by the Australian Romance Writer’s
Association and her books have been
translated into fourteen different
languages. She is a long time fan of
romance, rock music, and B-grade
horror films. Based in Queensland,
Australia with her two children and
husband, she reads, writes and never
dithers around on the internet.

Grenadine app - connect with attendees and
favourite program workshops
Our event code is: RWA2021
How to download and install the event mobile app?
First, you need to download the Grenadine event mobile app. It’s
available on Google Play and on Apple Store.
Once the installation is completed, start the mobile app and search
for your event by entering the name of your event, enter and click
on the magnifying glass. You can also click on “Have an event
code?” link at the bottom of the page if you know the event code
(this code is available in the footer of the event website). The event
code is required for private events.
#RWAus2021
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Special Guests

(Photo credit to Robyn Hills www.robyngraphs.com.au)

Kimberley Atkins (pre-recorded)
Kimberley Atkins is Women’s Fiction

Publisher at Hodder & Stoughton, a
division of Hachette UK. She has worked
in publishing for the last eleven years
in both London and Sydney, where she
has held roles in editorial and marketing
at Macmillan, HarperCollins, Penguin
Random House and Hachette. At
Hodder & Stoughton, Kimberley heads
up the women’s fiction publishing
team, discovering and publishing both
new and established voices. She has
worked with a number of internationally
bestselling authors including Liane
Moriarty, Jojo Moyes, Graeme Simsion,
Paige Toon, Louise Candlish, Lesley
Pearse and Sylvia Day. In her spare time,
she has also self-published a bestselling
women’s fiction novel on behalf of
her mother, which led to a traditional
publishing contract, seventeen
international rights deals and five
further novels.

10

Anna Campbell (in person)
Anna loves writing historical romance
for a living. So far she’s published 11
multi award-winning stories for Avon
HarperCollins and Hachette Grand
Central and 30 books under her own
steam. My books have also been
translated into 23 languages.
She’s just finished a 10-book series
featuring roguish Highlanders and
the lassies who captivate them, called
the Lairds Most Likely. The Laird’s
Willful Lass; The Laird’s Christmas
Kiss; The Highlander’s Lost Lady;
The Highlander’s Defiant Captive
;The Highlander’s Christmas Quest;
The Highlander’s English Bride; The
Highlander’s Forbidden Mistress; The
Highlander’s Christmas Countess; and
The Highlander’s s Rescued Maiden.
The HIghlander’s Christmas Lassie
will be out at the end of April 2021.
Watch out for a new series set in the
glamorous whirl of Regency in London,
starting at the end of June 2021.
When Anna’s not traveling the world in
search of inspiration for her passionate
romance novels, she lives by the sea
in Australia. She loves to hear from
readers via social media or email:
annacampbelloz@hotmail.com

#RWAus2021

Special Guests

Amy Andrews (in person)

Meredith Webber (in person)

Amy Andrews is an award-winning,
USA Today best-selling author who
has written eighty + contemporary
romances across traditional and digital
markets for several publishers. Her
debut novel was published in 2005. She
was on the Romance Writers of Australia
national executive twice, the second
time for six years. She lives by the sea on
the central Queensland coast.

Meredith Webber has been a teacher,
a travel consultant, a pig farmer, and a
disability worker. That she also became
a romance writer was pure chance.
The problem was, romance writing
proved addictive, and by the time she
stopped to take a breath and maybe find
something new to do, she’d written one
hundred and three of them, including
the only medical romance ever to make
it to the top of a USA best-sellers list.

#RWAus2021
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Friday 10 December
7:30 am – 10:00 am
8:20am - 8:40am

8:40am - 10:10am

8:40am - 4:50pm

Registration Open
Welcome - Kristine Charles MC
Advanced Indie Workshop
Session 1: Zoom Live
Facebook, Amazon & BookBub Ads Best Practice for success
with Kim Lambert
We all want to sell more books for the least amount of time, money, and
energy. Come learn tips and tricks for quickly setting up Facebook ads,
Amazon ads, and BookBub ads to sell more books and achieve higher success
with your book sales. There’s something for every level of author, at every
budget, on each platform, so don’t be afraid! Every journey starts with a single
step...or a single ad.
Workshop 2 – All Sessions: In Person
Introduction to Publishing, Agents, Contracts and Pitching your MS with
Alex Adsett
In this full day workshop with literary agent Alex Adsett you access a rare
behind-the-scenes look at the publishing industry – how the different
publishing departments fit together, what an agent can and can’t do for you,
copyright essentials, sneaky tricks of publishing contracts, publishing scams
to watch out for, the different ways to pitch to publishers (and what not to do),
and an opportunity to try out a live pitch on the day.
Alex Adsett is a literary agent and publishing consultant with almost 25 years’
experience working in the publishing and bookselling industry. She has
managed Alex Adsett Literary since 2008, and has helped hundreds of authors
review and negotiate their publishing deals. As an agent she represents more
than 45 authors of all ages and genres, including Melissa Lucashenko, Pamela
Hart, Sasha Wasley, Jodi McAlister, Hugh Breakey and Leisl Leighton. She
regularly speaks on copyright and contracts around Australia, is an alumni of
the Australia Council Arts Leaders Program 2019, and serves on the board of
the Small Publishers Network. (Breaks the sames as Indie sessions)

10:10am - 10:40am

Morning Tea

10:40am - 12:10pm

Session 2: In Person
Making your backlist work for you with Peter M Ball
In the age of the social media and online bookstores, your back
catalogue is one of your most important assets as a writer. A wellhoned, long-term vision for your backlist can establish the foundation
of your publishing income, help you find new readers, and reward
your biggest fans. This workshop helps you conceptualise a backlist
strategy that grows with the resources you have and explores some
creative tactics for keeping readers finding your older work.

12:10pm - 1:10pm

12

Lunch
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Friday 10 December

1:10pm - 2:40pm

Session 3: In Person
Boost your author brand with Ally Blake
Supercharge your Author Brand with award-winning romance author and
branding junkie, Ally Blake, as she discusses how dedicated, deliberate,
decisive branding choices can be a deciding factor in a publisher buying
your book, a new reader trying one of your stories for the first time, and
turning readers into fans.
Learn how to create a holistic, overarching, instantly recognisable brand
across multiple platforms - website, social media, book covers, live
appearances – and build familiarity, connections, and relationships that
keeps readers coming back for more.

2:40 pm – 3:10 pm

Afternoon Tea

3:10 pm – 4:40 pm

Session 4: In Person
Q & A Panel with indie authors: In Person
with AK Leigh, Catherine Bilson and Anna Campbell. Moderator TBA.
Indie authors in round table discussions with Friday Indie Workshop
atteendees

4:40 – 5.40 pm

‘In Conversation’ with Kylie Scott

5:40 – 5:50 pm

Close for the Day

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm

#RWAus2021

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow Cocktail Party –
Sponsored by D2D
with presentations of First Sale Ribbons

13

Saturday 11 December
7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Registration Open

8:15 am - 8:30 am

Official Opening and Welcome to Country by Uncle John Graham:
In Person

8:30am - 8:45am

Sweet Treats & Spicy Bites Presentation - Tracey Rosen: In Person

8:45 am - 9:20 am

Keynote Address - Alison Stuart: Zoom Live
3 - The Power of
the Verb
with Kate Cuthbert
Zoom Live
Zoom Live
In Person
Workshop Blurb:
Stephen King says
You’ve written a
Do you find social
manuscript (or are that the road to
media a bit of a
writing one) and are hell is paved with
drag? It doesn’t
pouring everything adverbs. It might not
have to be! In this
you have into it, yet be true, but do you
workshop you will
want to take that
it just isn’t turning
discover ways to
risk? This one-hour,
out the way you
bring personality
bite-sized session
want. Trying to
to your platforms,
focuses on the
figure out what’s
and develop themes wrong and what
power of the right
and frameworks
verb and how it can
you can do to fix
clean up and tighten
that will make
it is making you
any writing. You will
posting so much
question if your
learn what a verb
more enjoyable and muse is having
is and what it does;
effective. We will
a laugh at your
elegant variation
look at what some expense.
and how to avoid it;
of our favourite
She’s not - all you
authors do to build need is some help. invisible verbs; and
how to integrate the
their following
Join multi-published right verb into your
and go through a
author and
writing.
number of free tools manuscript assessor/
that will change
author mentor, Leisl
the way you post.
Leighton, as she
Bring a notebook
breaks down her top
and walk away with tips for improving
your manuscript.
actionable ideas!
It’s going to be a
fast-paced, jampacked session
that will give you
the tools to start
to improve your
manuscript.
1 – Don’t Let Social
Media Suck the Life
out of You
with Jacinta Rose

9:30am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am
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2 - Top Tips for
Fixing your
Manuscript with
Leisl Leighton

4 - The Mid-Career
Crisis: How to
renew and adapt
when years down
the track writing
isn’t what you first
dreamed
with Charlotte Nash
In Person
We were all once
newbie writers,
eyeing our first
publishing deal
with its glittering
potential for success
and happiness. But
what if it’s ten years
later with that first
flush long over, and
the career you once
imagined isn’t like
the one you have?
This workshop is for
established writers
who want to renew
and adapt, building
a meaningful HEA
with writing through
the highs and lows
for many more years
to come.
(three parts)

Morning Tea

#RWAus2021

Saturday 11 December
6 - The romance of
country living…
and how to write
about it with
Maya Linnell
In Person
Zoom Live
What are some of
In this session with
the ingredients
bestselling rural
of weaving teen
romance author,
romance into your
Maya Linnell, writers
work, is it recalling will workshop ways
your own first crush, to add an extra layer
infatuation, date,
of country flair to
awkward flirtation, their stories, create
first love as well as authentic characters
first heartbreak?
and link the
romance of country
Participants will
living to their
gain insights into
storylines. A born
presenter’s own
strategies for writing and bred country
girl, Maya will also
romance scenes
dive into the pros
within Young
Adult novels. Josie and cons of writing
what you know and
chats about using
attracting the right
‘method writing’ to
readers on Facebook
assist attendees to and Instagram.
have the confidence
to include romance
into their YA
manuscripts.
5 - First Love Pointers for Writing
Teen Passion with
Josie Montano

11:00am - 12:00pm

#RWAus2021

7 - Women’s Fiction
a Publisher’s
Perspective
with Kimberley
Atkins - Hodder &
Stoughton (V)In
this session Hodder
& Stoughton’s
Commercial Fiction
Publisher, Kimberley
Atkins, will discuss
her experience of
publishing women’s
fiction – and her tips
for success. Starting
with the women’s
fiction market in the
UK, you’ll take a look
at current trends
and bestselling
books and consider
what publishers are
looking for next.
You’ll then take an
in-depth look at the
publishing process
of how and why
an editor chooses
to acquire a book,
alongside practical
tips on what you can
do to perfect your
own submission to
make it irresistible to
publishers.

4 - The Mid-Career
Crisis: How to
renew and adapt
when years down
the track writing
isn’t what you first
dreamed
with Charlotte Nash
In Person
We were all once
newbie writers,
eyeing our first
publishing deal
with its glittering
potential for success
and happiness. But
what if it’s ten years
later with that first
flush long over, and
the career you once
imagined isn’t like
the one you have?
This workshop is for
established writers
who want to renew
and adapt, building
a meaningful HEA
with writing through
the highs and lows
for many more years
to come.
(part two)
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Saturday 11 December
8 - Let’s Talk
Research (and
travel) with Anna
Campbell
In Person
Let’s talk research!
And travel
(remember travel?).
Join Anna Campbell
for this fun, informal
session.

12:00pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 2:00pm
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9 - First National
Arts Protocols
with Patricia Adjei
from Australia
Council for the Arts
Zoom Live
My workshop will
explore the new
First Nations arts
protocols from the
Australia Council
for the Arts. The
presentation will
look at how First
Nations arts and
cultural protocols
are important
guidelines for people
wanting to work
with Indigenous
art, themes, stories
and communities.
Indigenous cultural
heritage is protected
by customary law
and these protocols
help artists navigate
the best, ethical
way to work with
Indigenous cultural
heritage and stories.
The protocols look at
existing intellectual
property laws like
copyright and
cultural heritage
laws as well as
international
laws that protect
Indigenous art,
culture and rights.
The protocols look at
some of the gaps in
legal protection for
Indigenous cultural
heritage and then
look at 10 principles
that embody steps
to the protocols such
as respect, consent
and consultation
and benefit sharing.
Then there are 14
case studies across
all art forms which
look at how there
protocols have
been implemented.
Tara June Winch is

5 - The Mid-Career
Crisis: How to
renew and adapt
when years down
the track writing
isn’t what you first
dreamed
with Charlotte Nash
In Person
10 - Nip and Tuck
We were all once
your Saggy Middle
newbie writers,
with AJ Blythe
eyeing our first
Pre-Recorded
publishing deal
with its glittering
Lost your writing
potential for success
mojo? Chances
and happiness. But
are your middle’s
what if it’s ten years
sagging…but it
later with that first
can be cured! This
flush long over, and
workshop will
the career you once
analyse Notting
imagined isn’t like
Hill to demonstrate the one you have?
how to drive your
This workshop is for
story forward using established writers
conflict. Lose the sag who want to renew
and write a middle and adapt, building
a meaningful HEA
that matches the
with writing through
beginning and
end—creating page the highs and lows
for many more years
turning tension—
and turn your story to come.
(part three)
into a cohesive,
satisfying whole.
Understand what it
is, why it happens
and how conflict
can prevent the sag
and drive the story
forward

the literature case
study which looks
at how she worked
with her Wiradjuri
community to write
her multiple award
winning book, The
Yield.

Lunch

#RWAus2021

Saturday 11 December

2:00pm - 3:30pm

11 - Whirlwind
Romances. How to
Turn Your Romantic
Novel into a Page
Turner with
Jan Andrew
Henderson
In Person
Producing a page
turner requires a very
particular set of skills
- and romance novels
are no exception.
Award-winning
author, Jan-Andrew
Henderson has
written 32 books
in multiple genres
and will guide you
from initial idea to
finished manuscript
in practical, innovative
steps. Expect tips,
tricks and unique
insights into
crafting a fast paced
masterpiece at this
fun, and informative
workshop. Each
participant also
receives a free 70
page e-Book on
writing.

12 - Two Authors
and a Mic - Debbie
Lee from Ingram
Spark (Sponsor)
with Keri Arthur and
Alicia Leigh
Zoom Live
Join Debbie Lee
from Ingram
Content Group
and successful
‘authorpreneurs’
Keri Arthur and
Alicia Leigh, as
they explore
the publishing
world through a
retrospective and
futuristic lens. How
has the industry
changed over Keri’s
30+ years of writing,
and what has
Alicia’s more recent
immersion been
like by comparison?
How do their own
lives, private and
public, combine
to inform and
guide their prolific
output? And how
has both positive
and traumatic
experience
influenced their
message and
intent?

13 – The Mother of Nothing in this room
during this timeslot.
Reinvention with
Maisey Yates
Pre-Recorded
Publishing is a
fast paced career
.
and the market
is always shifting.
Life is much the
same. Sometimes
professional or
personal shifts
create a need to
reinvent, not only
what you write
but how. In this
workshop Maisey
will talk about the
creativity we all
possess is much
more flexible and
expansive than we
sometimes believe,
and how her own
writing has changed
over the course of
11 years and 100+
books, and how her
process has shifted
with it.

3:30pm - 4:00pm

Afternoon Tea

4:00pm - 5:00pm

The Future of Romance Industry Professional Panel - Hugh Breakey,
Jake Corvus, Kate Cuthbert and Yen-Rong Wong
moderated by TBA
In discussing The Future of Romance, I’ll speak about the importance in modern life
of thinking about relationships and love, and of happy endings. I’ll draw on my day job
as an ethicist and moral philosopher, and—outlining recent debates in the philosophy
of love—show how storytelling about love helps us better understand its nature. I’ll
also reflect on my personal experience as a debut author getting published with a love
story that didn’t fit into the normal categories.

5:00pm - 5:30pm

ARRA Signing

7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Gala Awards Dinner - Hosted by Amy Andrews Live Streamed

10:30 pm - 12:00am

After Party

#RWAus2021
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Sunday 12 December
8:15 am - 8:30 am

Welcome with MC - Kristine Charles

8:30am - 9:00am

RWA AGM

9:00 am - 9:20 am

30 Years of Legends - Tribute

9:30am - 10:30am

15 - Dual Timelines 16 - Using
with Christine Wells Anthologies to
Raise your Aspiring
In Person
Author Profile
Christine Wells is
Panel with
an award-winning
author of fourteen Ava January, Nancy
novels. She wrote
Cunningham
ten Regency-set
& Sarah Fiddelaers
historical romances
Pre-Recorded
for Berkley and St
Martin’s Press, won Anthologies are a
the Golden Heart for powerful way for
her debut novel and
aspiring authors to
is a two-time RITA
nominee. Christine increase their body
of work and capture
has gone on to
publish three dual new readers. Find
out how to create,
timeline historical
novels with Penguin market, and publish
Random House
one.
Australia, and more
recently released
SISTERS OF THE
RESISTANCE with
HarperCollins,
New York. Her
novels have been
translated into
eight languages.
Christine loves to
teach writing classes
and is a frequent
presenter at the
Queensland Writers
Centre, RWA and
the Brisbane Writers
Festival.
See
www.christine-wells.com.

10:30am - 11:00am

18

17 – Indie Author
Blueprint Sponsor’s
Workshop Draft 2 Digital
Pre-Recorded
Since 2012,
Draft2Digital
has been an
essential part of
the foundation
for thousands of
author careers,
serving more than
70,000 authors and
distributing more
than 250,000 books.
The business doesn’t
just serve the author
community—we
employ several
successful authors
who know the
industry inside
and out. In this
presentation, we’ll
present some
of the essential
components of
an self-published,
indie-author career,
as learned from
combined decades
of experience and
insight.

18 - Supercharge
your Scenes with
Rachel Bailey
In Person
Stories are made
up of little narrative
units: scenes.
This masterclass
will focus on the
elements used to
construct a crunchy
scene—one which
moves the plot
forward, reveals
character, engages
the reader, and
pushes the story
into the next scene.
Concepts covered
will include: scene
protagonists, scene
purpose, scene
structure, scene
conflict, and scene
beats. Bring along
2-3 of your own
scenes (on paper or
device) to work on
them in the class!
(two parts)

Morning Tea

#RWAus2021

Sunday 12 December

11:00am - 12:30pm

12:30pm - 1:50pm

#RWAus2021

17 - Writing
Transgender
Characters
with
Jake Corvus
In Person
Want to write
transgender
characters, but
don’t want to ask
your trans friends
for inappropriate
details? Don’t know
your STPs from your
LGBTs? Get answers
to the questions you
wouldn’t dare ask in
polite company. (18+
only.)
Participants will
learn about STPs
(stand to pee) and
other prosthetic
devices used by
trans men, preferred
terminology,
dysphoria, binders,
hormones and their
side effects, and the
dos and don’ts of
writing sex scenes
with transgender
characters.

27 - Retellings
of Fairy Tales in
Romance Panel
with Renee Geelen &
Philippa Borland
Zoom Live
Traditional fairy tales
are perfect as vehicles
for retellings with
diverse characters,
as fairy tales usually
depict characters who
are already outsiders
or marginalised in
some way. We will
provide a huge list of
examples of books
that do this, for
example Crazy Rich
Asians as Cinderella,
Peter Darling as
a trans Peter Pan,
and many others.
We will reference
studies such as
“Retelling Stories,
Framing Culture:
Traditional stories
and metanarratives
in children’s literature
by Professor John
Stephens & Dr Robyn
McCallum”, and
generally discuss
ways in which old
familiar stories can
be retold to include
people who don’t
traditionally get
seen in mainstream
literature. The beauty
of the fairy tale is the
ability to take a trope
and extend it to show
a window into diverse
lives, thus giving a
mirror to those who
don’t often get one.

19 – Raising the
23 - Supercharge
Stakes with Angela your Scenes with
Rachel Bailey
Ackerman
In Person
Pre-Recorded
Stories are made
Characters,
up of little narrative
like people, are
stubborn. Most
units: scenes.
prefer the good
This masterclass
old comfort zone
will focus on the
than facing danger, elements used to
failure, pain and
construct a crunchy
worse. (The nerve!) scene—one which
To get them to act,
moves the plot
we writers must
forward, reveals
raise the stakes,
removing all choice. character, engages
the reader, and
So how do we do
that without always pushes the story
into the next scene.
threatening them
with death? Get
Concepts covered
ready to fill your
will include: scene
mental toolbox with protagonists, scene
ideas.
purpose, scene
structure, scene
conflict, and scene
beats. Bring along
2-3 of your own
scenes (on paper or
device) to work on
them in the class!
(last part)

Lunch
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Sunday 12 December
22 - Your All
Important Opening
Pages with
Barbara Hannay

1:15pm - 2:45pm

2:45 - 3:15pm

In Person
Readers take less
than four seconds
to decide to buy a
book. Editors also
make their decisions
very quickly.
We’re writing
entertainment
fiction for impatient,
modern readers.
We’re competing
with television, and
we need to intrigue
and hook right from
the start.
This workshop offers
you the essential
ingredients for
those all-important
first pages. You’ll
learn how to set
up your story and
to make every
word count as you
engage and ensnare
your readers.

23 - How to Write
Book Blurbs that
Sell with
Belinda Williams
Zoom Live
You’re a writer.
Writing a book
blurb should be
easy, shouldn’t it?
Yet many writers
find writing book
blurbs difficult. The
good news is you’re
not alone. The bad
news is a book
blurb that is lacking
results in less sales.
In this workshop,
Belinda Williams,
a marketing
copywriter turned
fiction author, will
upskill you in the
art of writing book
blurbs with one
main aim: to sell
your books.

30 – Tools of the
Trade - Sponsor’s
Workshop with
Draft 2 Digital
Pre-Recorded
Draft2Digital has
built a fairly full
toolbox of tools and
resources that can
help authors start,
build, and grow
their writing and
publishing careers—
and all of them are
free to use, whether
you distribute
your books via
D2D or not. In this
presentation we’re
going over some of
the best free tools in
our kit, to show you
how you can add
them to your own.

31 - Rejections, Bad
Reviews and Mean
People
with Linda Mercury
Zoom Live
Bad reviews and
rejection kill hope,
strike in the heart
of us. Their nasty
insinuations ring in
our minds, poisoning
our confidence,
cutting our dreams off
at their knees.
“You just need a
thicker skin,” people
tell you.
I’m here to say that
you don’t need a
thicker skin. Your thin
skin is a gift. Thin
skin is why we have a
five day work week,
why we have child
labor laws, and the
Society to Prevent
Cruelty to Animals.
Thin skin means
you see something
wrong and you go fix
it. It is what allows us
to live with passion
and the power to
change the world.
Our thin skin is what
gives our dreams
power, emotion, and
importance. Our
concern for the state
of the world and each
other is the greatest
motivator and the
foundation of all
we do.

Afternoon Tea

3:15pm - 3:30pm

Launch of 2022 - Perth Conference

3:30pm - 3:45pm

Raffles Drawn

3:45pm - 4:30pm

Closing Keynote Address - Meredith Webber and Amy Andrews

4:30pm
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Agents and Editors
Alex Adsett, Alex Adsett Publishing Services
Alex Adsett is a literary agent and publishing consultant with almost
25 years’ experience working in the publishing and bookselling
industry. She has managed Alex Adsett Literary since 2008, and has
helped thousands of authors review and negotiate their publishing
deals. As an agent she represents more than 45 authors of all ages
and genres, including Melissa Lucashenko, Pamela Hart, Sasha
Wasley, Jodi McAlister, Hugh Breakey and Leisl Leighton. She
regularly speaks on copyright and contracts around Australia, is
an alumni of the Australia Council Arts Leaders Program 2019, and
serves on the board of the Small Publishers Network.
https://alexadsett.com.au/

Jessica Alvarez Bookends Literary USA

After ten years as an editor, Jessica Alvarez joined BookEnds in
April 2011. She began her publishing career in 2001 as an editorial
assistant at Harlequin Books. There, she had the opportunity to
acquire and edit a wide array of fiction, specializing in historical
romance, romantic suspense, and inspirational romance. Jessica
left Harlequin in 2008 to pursue a freelance editing career, and
completed projects for Harlequin, Scholastic Books, Thomas Nelson,
and independent writers. She is a member of AALA and uses her
editorial background to help writers hone their skills and develop
strong, marketable books.
Jessica read her first romance at the age of nine when she pilfered
from a friend’s mother’s Harlequin Presents collection and was
instantly hooked. Though her pilfering has passed, her weakness for
alpha heroes and exotic settings remains.
A New Jersey native, Jessica still resides in the Garden State. She
is perpetually over-caffeinated in an attempt to keep up with
her son and three energetic dogs. In her spare time, she enjoys
cooking, swimming, watching bad (but oh so good!) television, and
volunteering with Rescue Dogs Rock NYC. bookendsliterary.com

Annette Barlow, Allen & Unwin
Annette Barlow has worked in the publishing industry for over 30
years, in bookshops, in sales, in editorial and for over 20 years as
a publisher. Her list comprises fiction titles, including the twice
Miles Franklin-winner Alex Miller and many successful writers of
commercial fiction such as Kate Morton, Fleur MacDonald, Minette
Walters and Tony Jones. Her nonfiction titles are mostly memoir
and include Jessica Rowe, Mary-Rose MacColl and Eddie Ayres.
www.allenandunwin.com

Beverley Cousins, Penguin Random House
Beverley Cousins, Fiction Publisher at Penguin Random House
Australia, had twenty years’ experience of London publishing
before moving Down Under in 2007. During her career, she has
worked with a number of international brand-name crime authors,
including Minette Walters, Colin Dexter, Nicci French, Sue Grafton,
James Patterson and Janet Evanovich, and is currently the publisher
for bestselling authors Judy Nunn, M. L. Stedman, Candice Fox,
Nicole Alexander, Minnie Darke and Deborah Rodriguez, among
others. www.penguin.com.au insta: @_bev_cousins

#RWAus2021
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Agents and Editors
Carly Byrne, Harlequin Historical UK
Carly Byrne is Editor for Harlequin Historical, as well as working
with a number of authors across all four UK-acquired series lines.
Carly joined the editorial team at Harlequin’s London office after
completing an M.A. in popular literature, and what could be more
popular than Harlequin romances! A diehard fan of everything
romantic, with a particular penchant for a rugged hero, whether
he’s wearing a Stetson, wielding a sword or wildly roaming the
Highlands! Carly can’t believe she actually gets to read romances
for a living! Find her on Twitter at @CarlyMByrne. harlequin.com

Cassandra Di Bello, Simon & Schuster
Australia
Cassandra Di Bello is the commercial fiction publisher at Simon &
Schuster Australia. She joined the team in 2020 after making her
mark in the UK publishing industry where she worked with big
brand authors such as Diana Gabaldon, Harlan Coben, E.L. James
and Lisa Jewell. She currently publishes Australian superstars Anita
Heiss, Tania Blanchard and Lauren Chater and is keen to cultivate
homegrown talent. www.simonandschuster.com.au

Cat Clyne, Harlequin USA
Cat worked in academia and magazine publishing before moving
to book publishing. Prior to joining Harlequin, Cat was an editor at
Sourcebooks, where she built a diverse list of bestselling, midlist,
and debut authors. For Graydon House, Cat acquires commercial
and book club fiction, hooky women’s fiction, historical fiction,
and thrillers. She is currently looking for strong, evocative stories
that stay with the reader long after the last page. At the top of her
wish list are diverse contemporaries and historicals by own-voiced
authors. Found families and inter-generational immigrant sagas
are of particular interest, as are international settings.
harlequin.com

Rachael Donovan, Harlequin
Rachael is a publisher for Harlequin Books, a division of
HarperCollins Publishers Australia. She has been in the Australian
publishing industry for fifteen years and has worked in a variety
of roles from administration and sales to editorial. She joined
Hachette Australia as a division coordinator before branching out
into product management and marketing in the heady days of
YA Vampire romances. She crossed over into editorial with the
local publishing division before moving to Allen & Unwin. There
she worked with a creative and fun children’s publishing team as
a children’s editor. Over the years she has helped create books of
fantasy, moving memoirs, kids’ picture books and war stories; but
fiction is her one true love. Now she is dedicated to hunting down
those compelling stories filled with the kinds of unforgettable
characters that you can’t forget.
www.harpercollins.com.au/harlequin
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Nichole Fisher, Avon Books
Editor Nicole Fischer has been on the hunt for the next great
romance for as long as she can remember. From reading Jude
Deveraux with a flashlight at 4am, to secretly ordering used Sandra
Brown paperbacks with her mother’s credit card, she’s always had
her nose buried in a love story—or what she wished was a love story
(Nancy Drew and Ned Nickerson did not get enough action!).
avonromance

Kelly Hunter, Tule Publishing
Editorial Director of the Holiday imprint for Tule Publishing Group.
Multi award-winning USA Today Bestselling author of short
contemporary romance.
Kelly is based in Australia, published internationally and has plenty
of excellent industry reviews, awards and sales to boast of. She
juggles editorial and writing duties to the best of her ability and
tends to put social media last on her list of things to do. In recent
years her scales have leaned towards editing, anticipating story
market directions, and celebrating Tule’s talented author cohort.
Kelly’s dream awards evening? When stories she’s had a hand in
editing take out all the awards. Yes, all. tulepublishing.com

Lynn Raposo, Harlequin USA
Lynn Raposo started her publishing career in 2017 as an intern
at Penguin Random House Canada and went on to roles at
HarperCollins Canada and Harlequin, where she now works as an
Editorial Assistant for Graydon House and HQN Books. She studied
English, French, and Professional Writing at the University of
Toronto before completing her publishing certificate at Humber
College. She is a former bookseller and an avid piano player.
harlequin.com

Nicola Robinson, Harlequin
She is commissioning editor at Harlequin Australia, where she
works with authors including Fiona McCallum, Alison Stuart, Sarah
Barrie and Meredith Appleyard. Previously she was senior editor at
HarperCollins Australia, where she edited fiction and non-fiction,
including books by Dervla McTiernan, Holly Ringland, Jimmy
Barnes and Stan Grant. Nicola is based in Sydney.
www.harpercollins.com.au/harlequin

Rebecca Saunders, Hachette
Rebecca Saunders is the head editor for Hachette.
hachette.com.au

Deb Werksman, Sourcebooks USA
Deb Werksman has been at Sourcebooks for the past twenty-three
years, before which she had her own publishing company. She is
the editorial director of romance fiction and acquires single title
romance in all subgenres as well as romantic women’s fiction.
Sourcebooks is largest woman-owned independent publishing
house in the US. We’re known for our sales and marketing, as well

#RWAus2021
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Business Appointments
Kevin Tumlinson, Draft 2 Digital
Draft2Digital team discussed anything about self-publishing.
Attendees learnt more about the opportunities for books in digital,
print and audio and the latest marketing tips. Draft2Digital has
been the leading distributor of ebooks online, worldwide, since
2012. We have helped more than 70,000 authors publisher more
than 250,000 books, in every country on the planet, and all for free.
We take a 15% cut of royalties on sales made through our platform—
and that’s it. No fees. You own all the rights to your book. And we’ll
be here to support you the whole way. Learn more at Draft2Digital.
com. Kevin will be taking online appointments.

Debbie Lee, IngramSpark
Debbie Lee isSenior Manager, Content Acquisition and Business
Development, Ingram Content Group
Debbie began her career as a sales rep in the trade publishing
market some 30 years ago. She then moved to educational
publishing, becoming a Publisher of academic and professional
texts. In 2014 Debbie joined Ingramand now provides print-ondemand and global distribution solutions to publishers large and
small, from multinationals to local presses and self-published
‘authorpreneurs’. ingramspark.com

Melanie Coles, IngramSpark
Melanie Coles spent her best school years immersed in writing and
literature, only to lose her mojo shortly after graduating high school.
Discovering it in the dead of night some twenty years later, she wrote
her first full-length romance novel and successfully pitched it to Escape
Publishing at her very first RWA conference in Melbourne in 2015.
A chance introduction at last year’s RWA cocktail party resulted in a
career move to Ingram Spark, where she now helps authors from all
genres achieve their self-publishing dreams. She juggles writing with
her Ingram career and life as a single mum to two sports-crazed sons.
Online appointments. ingramspark.com

Jodie Spiteri-James - ASA
Jodie Spiteri-James is the Professional Development and Events
Manager at the ASA. Jodie has over 20 years experience in the
Publishing industry ranging from sales and marketing as Sales
Director at Hachette to Managing Director of Thames & Hudson
Australia. Most recently Jodie has been a speaker coach working
with emerging speakers building their confidence and certainty
into a powerful, commercial voice. Since joining the ASA Jodie has
put together a professional development program to equip ASA
members with the knowledge and information to successfully
achieve their publishing goals.
Australian Society of Authors.
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Nick Coveney & The Toronto Team - Kobo
Nick Coveney is a digital content expert, a storyteller, Ribena
activist and all round geek. More recently he’s become involved
in grass-roots inclusive Sports which is an unlikely but very
enjoyable new interest. Nick is passionate about all things
digital – particularly tech, books and computer games. He is the
Publisher Relations and Content Lead for Rakuten Kobo, leading
their business strategy, content and partnership programmes in
the U.K., Australia and New Zealand.
He joined the Rakuten Kobo team after more than nine years
in a variety of leading digital roles in the industry. Firstly at
Hachette UK, where he worked with a number of bestselling
authors to bring their content to life digitally.
Kobo website.

Scott Curry, Findaway Voices
Scott Curry is the marketing manager for Findaway voices
and can advise on marketing strategy, websites, evaluations,
consultancy and best practices.
Findaway Voices Website.

Will Dages, Findaway Voices
Will Dages is the head of Findaway voices and will discuss
anything audiobooks.
Findaway Voices Website.

Visit rwaustraliavcon.com.au/business
for full details on business appointments.
Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions many of our
sponsors have been unable to attend in person.
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Workshop Presenters
AJ Blythe
AJ Blythe is an experienced trainer who has helped new writers
with craft for over a decade. She instigated RWA’s New Member
Liaison program and was an advisor for five years before
becoming the inaugural ambassador for Aspiring Authors. AJ saw
how easy it was for new writers to miss the fundamental elements
of craft that make the difference between career success and
disappointment. Since 2017 she has taught writing craft through
RWA’s OWLs and runs her own business helping writers with their
query submissions.

Alison Stuart
Award winning Melbourne author, Alison Stuart began her writing
career half way up a tree in the school playground but it took a
fortuitous skiing accident to prompt her to write her first novel.
That story introduced her to the world of Romance Writers of
Australia when the story finalled in the 1996 Emma Darcy Award
and Alison went on to not only co-ordinate three Melbourne
conferences, but take on the role of President at a time when
RWA looked set to fold.
These days Alison writes historical romances and short stories set
in England and Australia and across different periods of history.
She also writes historical mysteries as A.M. Stuart (the Harriet
Gordon mystery, series, set in Singapore in 1910). In her life before
writing she has been a lawyer and an army officer and has lived in
Africa and Singapore. Her husband, David has also been a great
supporter of RWA over the years and is a recipient of the rare ‘True
Hero’ award from RWA.

Ally Blake
Romance author Ally Blake has presented at writing conferences
and literary festivals all around Australia. An ambassador for
romantic literature and Australian voices, Ally hosts the Romance
Book Club for Brisbane Libraries, has appeared in New Idea,
Madison, and Style Magazine, been profiled on A Current
Affair and The Project and interviewed for several international
newspapers and radio programs. Ally runs AllyOop Designs –
honing and polishing author brands - and The Organised Writer
– helping writers to get writing. Having penned more than 40
romance novels, her books have sold over four million copies, in
multiple languages, worldwide. More at www.allyblake.com.
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Ava January
Ava January is a historical romance writer and author of The Lady
Detective.
Merging humour with romance and a sprinkle of mystery, Ava
writes stories about strong heroines and the men who love, and
accept them, the way they are.
Growing up as an only girl in a household of boys, Ava escaped
into the blissfully quiet world of books from an early age.
Her passion for romance was piqued early in life, due to her
Nana’s front room; which had been turned into a library to house
her enormous collection of romance novels.
The Lady Detective was longlisted for 2019 Richell Prize for
Emerging Writers, won 1st Prize- Historical - Orange County Rose
Prize for Emerging Writers 2020 and was a 2nd round winner in
LERA’s The Writer competition.
You can find Ava’s other works in the short story anthology’s
Easter Promises and 12 Rogues of Christmas.
You can reach her at www.avajanuary.net or any of the socials:
author ava january.

Barbara Hannay
Barbara Hannay writes for Penguin Australia, Harlequin and Tule.
She has sold over 12 million books world- wide and her stories
have been translated into 26 languages. She has won the Rita
Award from Romance Writers of America and has been shortlisted five times. Two of Barbara’s novels have also won RuBY
Awards and one of these books was recently released as the
movie A Christmas Exchange with Lifetime TV in North America.

Belinda Williams
Belinda Williams is a Sydney-based marketing copywriter turned
fiction author who fell in love with writing romance. Belinda has
more than twenty years of experience in marketing, and over a
decade of that as a freelance copywriter. She can switch from
writing steamy romance to punching out attention-grabbing
sales copy before you have time to say ‘book blurb!’ With her
unique skillset, she aims to help other authors learn how to write
book blurbs that sell.

#RWAus2021
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Charlotte Nash
Charlotte Nash is the multi-genre author of seven novels, three
short-story collections, and a suite of other projects. She’s been
a several times bestseller and award nominee … and also been
remaindered, dropped, and rejected too many times to count. A
chameleon of the portfolio career, she has pivoted through the
writing rollercoaster into everything from self-publishing to a
PhD. After everything, she is an optimistic realist about writing, an
approach that underpins this workshop, along with learnings from
a 2020 career diversification grant from Arts Queensland.

Christine Wells

Christine Wells is an award-winning author of fourteen novels.

She wrote ten Regency-set historical romances for Berkley and
St Martin’s Press, won the Golden Heart for her debut novel and
is a two-time RITA nominee. Christine has gone on to publish
three dual timeline historical novels with Penguin Random House
Australia, and more recently released SISTERS OF THE RESISTANCE
with HarperCollins, New York. Her novels have been translated into
eight languages. Christine loves to teach writing classes and is a
frequent presenter at the Queensland Writers Centre, RWA and
the Brisbane Writers Festival. Please see www.christine-wells.com
for more information.

Hugh Breakey
Hugh is a writer and award-winning philosopher. He has a PhD
in moral philosophy, and works as a Senior Research Fellow at
Griffith University’s Institute for Ethics, Governance & Law. He has
previously worked as an airport construction worker, editor, theatre
director, kitchen hand, ethics consultant, pinball repairer, disk
jockey, tennis court builder, and university lecturer. Hugh plays the
drums, has a black belt in karate, and lives in rural Australia with his
two children and his wife—novelist and New York Times bestseller,
Kylie Scott.

Keri Arthur
Keri Arthur, the author of the New York Times bestselling Riley
Jenson Guardian series, has now written more than fifty novels.
She’s won three Australian Romance Readers Awards for Favourite
Scifi, Fantasy, or Futuristic Romance, a Romance Writers of
Australia RuBY Award for Speculative Fiction, and was given The
Romantic Times Career Achievement Award for Urban Fantasy.
Keri’s something of a wanna-be photographer, so when she’s not at
her computer writing the next book, she can be found somewhere
in the Australian countryside taking random photos.
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Jacinta Rose
Jacinta Rose has an 18+ year career in communications but
has been a chatterbox all her life! Since studying a Bachelor of
Journalism, she has held many roles including rising early to
present radio breakfast news, working in commercial/health PR,
and moving inhouse as a Media Manager. She now freelances for
various clients.
Jacinta is also a budding author and has built her own social media
platforms from the ground up, putting into practice the techniques
and skills she has learnt over her communications career. She
loves working with other authors, encouraging them to shake off
the ‘introverted artist’ persona and be loud and live! Follow her on
Instagram @jacinta_rose_writer or Facebook @jacintarosewriter

Jake Corvus

Jake Corvus/J.T Cassius is a prolific writer living on gorgeous
Sunshine Coast in Australia. Despite being in his mid-thirties, he is
often mistaken for a teenager. He writes contemporary romance, sci
fi & fantasy, with a special interest in queer and inclusive fiction. He
watches too many horror movies to have any self-respect, and lives
with an array of rescue animals, including shrimp, cats, dogs, guinea
pigs and his two sons.

J A Henderson

Jan-Andrew Henderson (J.A. Henderson) is the author of 32
children’s, teen, YA and adult fiction and non-fiction books,
published in the UK, USA, Australia, Canada, Germany and the
Czech Republic. He has been shortlisted for thirteen literary awards
in the UK and Australia and won the Doncaster Book Prize and the
Royal Mail Award - Britain’s biggest children’s book prize.
He holds an M.A. in English Literature from the University of
Edinburgh and The Green Light Literary Breakdown Service,
offering advice, editing, workshops and talks to budding writers.

#RWAus2021
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Josie Montano

Josie Montano is an award-winning author with 63 resources
published over a 20 year career. She’s published internationally
(UK, USA, Italy and Australia), and writes under two pseudonyms.
Her generalised fiction/non-fiction as Montano and resources on
diversity (Autism) as Santomauro. Josie graduated with a PostGrad Diploma in Creative writing. She works freelance with a
multitude of genres and has had articles and regular columns
published. Josie is a playwright, has contributed to technical
handbooks and narrative scripts, and has been appointed the
editor of several journals. Most recently she has delved into
scriptwriting and produced her first short film.

Kate Cuthbert

Kate Cuthbert is the Program & Partnerships Manager at Writers
Victoria. Previously, she worked for more than a decade in trade
publishing, notably initiating the Escape Publishing imprint of
Harlequin Australia. A genre fiction advocate and enthusiast, she
is currently pursuing a PhD examining rural settings in Australian
popular fiction and is a co-host on the podcast What Would
Danbury Do?

Kylie Scott

Kylie is a New York Times and USA Today best-selling author. She
was voted Australian Romance Writer of the year, 2013, 2014, 2018,
& 2019, by the Australian Romance Writer’s Association and her
books have been translated into fourteen different languages.
She is a long time fan of romance, rock music, and B-grade horror
films. Based in Queensland, Australia with her two children and
husband, she reads, writes and never dithers around on the
internet.
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Leisl Leighton

Leisl is a tall redhead with a love for singing, skiing, reading and
flights of fancy. She writes emotional stories mixed with mystery and
a little bit of what goes bump in the night. Her novels have won and
placed in writing contests here and overseas. She is a passionate
advocate for the romance genre, was President of Romance Writers
of Australia from 2014-2017 and when she’s not writing romantic
stories of redemption, she is helping other authors reach their
dreams with her Author Services.
Leisl is the author of the paranormal Pack Bound and Gods Cursed
series, and romantic suspense novels, Dangerous Echoes (Book 1 in
the Echo Springs Series), Climbing Fear and Blazing Fear (Books 1& 2
in the CoalCliff Stud Series.)
You can find Leisl at her website: www.leislleighton.com, or sign up
to her Newsletter.

Linda Mercury
Linda Mercury started her career as a librarian—and then decided
after September 11, 2001, she needed to write compelling books of
her own. She’s the author of paranormal romance novels, magical
realism stories, and non-fiction books to help writers and other
creatives. Her life’s work is about coming together, honesty, and
passion. She’s based in Oregon, USA, adores lipstick and hot tubs,
and loves writing stories about strong, fierce female heroines who
know (and get) exactly what they want. LindaMercury.com

Maisey Yates
Maisey Yates is a New York Times bestselling author of over one
hundred romance novels. Whether she’s writing strong, hard
working cowboys, dissolute princes or multigenerational family
stories, she loves getting lost in fictional worlds. An avid knitter
with a dangerous yarn addiction and an aversion to housework,
Maisey lives with her husband and three kids in rural Oregon.
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Maya Linnell
Bestselling rural fiction author, Maya Linnell, gathers inspiration
from her rural upbringing and the small communities she
has always lived in and loved. Magpie’s Bend is her third novel,
following Bottlebrush Creek and Wildflower Ridge. A former
country journalist and radio host, Maya also blogs for Romance
Writers Australia, loves baking up a storm, tending to her rambling
garden and raising three little bookworms. She writes to a
soundtrack of magpies, sheep and chickens on a small property in
country Victoria, where she lives with her family, their menagerie
of farm animals and the odd tiger snake or two.

Nancy Cunningham
Nancy Cunningham is an Adelaide based writer, where she lives
with her partner and gorgeous curly haired daughter. When
not working in her role as a research scientist in entomology,
looking after her family, reading, learning the ukulele, watching
too many historical dramas and spider wrangling, Nancy likes to
write about spirited and stoic heroines of the past overcoming
adversity. She has won several competitions including the CYA
allstars best unpublished manuscript, RWA selling submission
and finalled in The Valerie Parv, Selling Submission, Sweet Treats,
First Kiss and The Emerald as well as the Romance Writers of
America ‘Emilys’. You can read more about Nancy and her stories
at nmcunningham.com

Patricia Adjei

Patricia is a Wuthathi, Mabuiag Islander and Ghanaian woman
from Sydney, Australia. Patricia has Bachelors of Arts and Law
from the University of New South Wales. She currently works at
the Australia Council for the Arts as the Head of First Nations arts
and culture, providing strategic, policy and funding advice to First
Nations artists and arts organisations in Australia. She is also a 2018
Churchill Fellow where she investigated the two national laws in
Panama and the USA which protect Indigenous art and culture.
She previously worked at the Copyright Agency as the Indigenous
engagement manager and legal officer where she provided
advice to Indigenous Australian artists and arts organisations on
the resale royalty law, copyright and licensing queries.
She served on the City of Sydney council’s, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander advisory panel and Moogahlin Performing Arts
Board.
In 2010, Patricia worked at the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO) in Geneva as the Indigenous Intellectual
Property Law Fellow. Patricia has also worked as a lawyer at the
Arts Law Centre of Australia and National Indigenous TV. She
is also a published author on Indigenous cultural intellectual
property rights.
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Peter M Ball
Peter Ball launched his first e-book in 2005, two years before the
Kindle transformed the publishing industry forever. Since then,
he’s been the manager of the Australian Writers Marketplace,
convened four GenreCon writer’s conferences, and taught
workshops on digital publishing around Australia. He currently
runs Brain Jar Press, a specialty publisher of speculative fiction,
while doing a PhD on the evolving craft of writing series fiction in
an age of easily accessible backlist titles.
Find him online at PeterMBall.com.

Philippa Borland
Philippa Borland is a literature major with a life long interest in
fairy tales, gaming and romance, who can be found at:
http://www.synaesthezia.com/

Renee Dahlia
Renee Dahlia is a bisexual writer of romance novels. She is
an unabashed romance reader who loves feisty women and
strong, clever men. Her books reflect this, with a sidenote of dark
humour. Renée has a science degree in physics.
Website: www.reneedahila.com

Rachel Bailey
Rachel is a USA Today bestselling author, whose books are
published in over 26 countries and have been translated into 16
languages. She has degrees in psychology and social work and is
currently undertaking a PhD in English with a focus on Popular
Romance Studies. She’s run workshops and been on panels in
Australia and New Zealand for a range of groups, including RWA,
RWNZ, ARRA, Bundaberg WriteFest, Noosa Long Weekend,
Ellie’s WordFest, MRWG, and is one half of the teaching duo
The Writer’s Emporium. Rachel is a past president of RWA and
excitedly looks forward to conference every year

#RWAus2021

33

Workshop Presenters
Sara El Sayed
Sara El Sayed is a writer based in Meanjin (Brisbane). She teaches at
the Queensland University of Technology, where she is completing
a Master of Fine Arts. Her debut memoir, Muddy People, will be
published via Black Inc. in August 2021. Her work is anthologised
in Growing Up African in Australia (Black Inc.) and Arab-AustralianOther (Pan Macmillan). She is a current Queensland Writers
Fellow. She was shortlisted for the 2020 Queensland Premier’s
Young Publishers and Writers Award, and the 2019 Richell Prize for
Emerging Writers.

Sarah Fiddelaers
Sarah Fiddelaers is a writer, blogger and mother and lives in the
Macedon Ranges with her husband and five children. She has a
deep fascination with history and loves writing stories filled with
the intrigue and romance of the past. To find out more about
Sarah’s work and upcoming events, you can visit her at www.
sarahfiddelaers.com or find her on Instagram @sarahfiddelaers

Yen-Rong Wong
Yen-Rong is a writer of non-fiction based in Meanjin (Brisbane),
on unceded Jaggera and Turrbal land. She won the Queensland
Premier’s Young Publishers and Writers Award in 2020, and in 2019,
she was shortlisted for the Deakin University Non-Fiction Prize. She
has been a Wheeler Centre Hot Desk fellow and writer-in-residence
at the Katharine Susannah Prichard Writers’ Centre, and her work
has appeared in many print and online publications, including The
Guardian, Meanjin, and Griffith Review. She is currently working on
her first full length manuscript, Things Left Unsaid.

Catherine Bilson
Catherine Bilson writes historical romance under her own name,
and contemporary romance as Caitlyn Lynch. Hailing originally
from the UK, she married an Australian and moved to Queensland
in 2001, but kept her accent – which has come in very handy in
her burgeoning career as an audiobook narrator. She also works
part-time as a disability service aide and full-time as mother to two
sports-obsessed sons.
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AK Leigh
A.K. Leigh is an unrepentant dreamer, radical self-love advocate,
and romantic. To add some spice to that sugary mix, she is also a
complex trauma survivor, hyperlexic, and identical triplet.
Her master’s degree thesis on the structure of romance novels
not only guides the writing of her own books, but also helps in her
roles as a freelance editor and writing coach.
She uses her postgraduate degree in counselling to create
believable, three-dimensional characters, and her certificates in
forensic science and forensic anthropology to add realistic crime
elements to her stories. She also holds a postgraduate degree in
editing and publishing.
She is currently completing her PhD on the representation of
trauma in romance novels and the creative writing process.
When not writing, reading, coaching, studying, or enjoying nature,
she can be found having fun with her three gorgeous children
(plus one laid back dog and one boisterous guinea pig).
She is active on social media and encourages readers to interact
with her there. She also writes fiction under the pseudonym A.K.
Leigh and non-fiction as Alicia Leigh.
You can find her books at www.amazon.com/author/akleigh.
You can join her exclusive LOVELEIGHS CLUB at www.
fallinlovewithleigh.com/loveleighs.

Kim Lambert
Kim (who writes regency as Arietta Richmond – 50 books so
far and has some non fiction and other fiction under different
names) has published more than 100 books, most her own, but
also some non fiction for Australian business people, and does
editing, formatting and cover creation for others as a business, plus
providing mentoring services for those who wish to have detailed
one on one support on launching themselves into self-publishing.
She went the indie/ self-publish route from the start, preferring
to expand upon her already existing skills rather than enter
the submission roundabout of traditional publishing. She first
published a book in 1990, via her family company, when none of it
was as easy as it is now! She worked in the IT industry for over 30
years, and when self publishing capability began to be available
around 2008, she set herself to apply her graphics, photography,
Word and other application skills to this new field. In 2014 she
left the corporate world to concentrate full time on writing and
publishing.

#RWAus2021

35

SPONSORS
2021

PARTNERS 2021

There’s no better way to
find your writing folk
than at RWA

Join today
www.romanceaustralia.com

